Dear Parents,
We are so pleased to have your children in our classes this year.  We are looking forward to many exciting learning experiences.  Here is the 4th grade syllabus containing information that you will find helpful.

ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments (class work, homework, projects) must be turned in on time.  Students who come to school without completing their homework will miss their recess and will complete the homework during that time in study hall.  

GRADING PROCEDURES AND GRADED PAPERS

Each grading period is different, depending on what we are studying in a particular subject.  Written work will only be part of each six weeks grade.  For example, class grades are given for work done during science labs.  When a student earns a grade below 70, the student has the opportunity and the responsibility to make corrections.  Corrected work submitted in a timely manner will raise the original grade to a 70.  

HOMEWORK/CLASS WORK

Homework is extended independent practice for the reinforcement of basic skills and/or special projects designed to extend the student’s class work.  Each teacher will post the homework to be done each night.  It is the students’ responsibility to copy the assignment in the planner.  Time needed on homework/class work may vary pending the specific needs of individual children and the type of assignment.

Homework for all subjects is collected at the beginning of the class period.  Students will not be allowed to call home to have homework brought to school.  If homework is late, points will be deducted.

Students are expected to keep up with their binder for homework pages, student planner, and class notes.  Parents are encouraged to check their child’s binder nightly and look for any assignments due, check their child’s homework and assist their child on organizing their material.

The grading weights to be used in 4th grade each six weeks are:

30% assessments/quizzes

40% class work/participation

20% projects

10% homework

ABSENCES
If a student is absent, he/she has one day for each absent day to complete and turn in work.  Arrangements may be made through the office to pick up books and assignments.






BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

In order to achieve learning objectives for fourth grade, there are certain standards of behavior which need to be met.  These are the rules for the Lily B. Clayton Code of Conduct that the students are expected to follow:


Show respect to all people and their property


Talk at appropriate times and use appropriate voices


Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself


Walk quietly in the building


Follow directions at all times

To communicate with you about your child’s behavior and academic work, your child will be keeping a daily planner in his/her binder.  This is where the students will be required to record all of their daily homework assignments.  Also in their planner is a color chart that will assist in communicating your child’s behaviors each day.  In addition to the rules set by Lily B. Clayton, the fourth grade has more specific rules that are associated with numbers to facilitate clearer communication.  These are the behaviors with their associated numbers:

1. Failure to listen and follow directions

2. Failure to turn in assignments

3. Talking at inappropriate times

4. Disturbing others

5. Failure to get planner or assignments signed

Each one of these behaviors will warrant a “mark.”  All of the marks gathered throughout the day will be recorded and then put onto your child’s planner before going home.  On the planner, you will see the color scale above each day.  On the color scale is where we will write the numbers of incorrect behaviors and we will circle and initial the color where your child ended the day.  We ask that you please review and sign your child’s planner daily.  This communication is extremely important for your child’s success.

If at any time you would like to communicate with the 4th grade teachers, please send us an email at the following addresses:

ellen.ruthart@fwisd.org


jill.kirby@fwisd.org

marilyn.shannon@fwisd.org
lauren.gillaspie@fwisd.org

Sincerely,

4th Grade Teachers 

